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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER  
Life seems to be full of embroidery related events at the moment 

and who could ask for a better way to spend a few hours here 

and there.   

We have just had the Bead Fair in Norwich which was as usual 

awe inspiring and very bad for the wallet. There was the 

regional branch stall doing brisk business throughout the day 

and the branch stall which raised £30 odd pounds for the funds 

mainly due to the generosity of Shelia, Jenny and Julia who bring 

along their own stuff to sell and who donate a percentage of 

their sales to the branch. Thank you so much to them and to 

Shelia who also donated some canvas and wadding towards the 

postcards and future sewing projects.   

Thanks also go to Lesley who has donated £50:00 towards the 

competition prize for the exhibition. Any suggestions as to what 

you would like to win please let me know.  

By the time this reaches you the Makeit Fair at the Peterborough 

show ground will have happened and I hope you got the chance 

to go. If not I will tell you all about it in the July issue. Maybe the 

branch should consider doing a stall next year.   

The Ickworth Wool Fair is on the 30th and 31st of May and the 

Region is once again represented.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Lesley and the Regional committee for all 

the time and effort they put into keeping us on the map in the 

region. It is clear that the region has substantially upped its 

game since Lesley took over not that we had any doubts that it 

would, thank you Lesley.   

In Stitches annual exhibition is on at Blickling from the 16th June 

to the 19th July. It is well worth a visit, as is Blickling itself and of 

course having lunch at the cafe. (Did I really say that out loud!)   

Jill Arnold comes to tell us about her Textile Journey on the 

27th May. Alison Nash comes to teach us the most exquisite 

beading techniques on the 20th June and I really recommend you 

get signed up for that if you haven’t already done so. Caz Hyde 

Brown is our final speaker of the year and we finish the year 

with our own exhibition The World in Stitches and the summer 

challenge. Not bad for a small branch on the far edge of East 

Anglia. Well done us. 

 

Pippas Workshop 

On 14th of March a merry band of would be and experienced 

needle felters joined Pippa Pease to have a go at both 2D and 3D 

Needle Felting. I had bought a brand new kit with three different 

needle holders. Luckily for me Pippa explained how they were 

put together otherwise it would have been a frustrating 

morning. Our first task was to choose a picture of a landscape 

and draw it onto a piece of blanket with a fabric pen. We then 



selected our first colour and placed our blanket on top of a piece 

of foam. I used a piece of polystyrene but found it got thinner 

and thinner, others used specially bought foam, and Daphne had 

a special brush. The thing that worked best was your basic 

cushion (upholstery) foam so don’t through it away if you have 

some, as this did not hold on to the wool and leave you with a 

fussy coating. Pippa then demonstrated the correct way to stab 

the wool into the blanket which is straight up and down. If you 

come in sideways you can easily break the needles as we soon 

discovered. The amount of stabbing you do depends on the final 

texture you want, Judith for example did her back ground finer 

than her tree so that she got a 3D effect and it stood out against 

the back ground beautifully. Jenny took tiny bits of wool in thin 

layers and created a delicate beautiful landscape. All of us 

enjoyed the process and the room was full of long stretches of 

silent concentration. After lunch we made a 3D bird. Much more 

stabbing of fingers took place and I was convinced mine was 

going to turn into a dolphin. It does look a little like a bird but I 

still think there is some dolphin genes in there too! Claire and 

June’s birds had wonderful wide tails and Ciera our youngest 

member did several pictures and a ladybirds and flowers as well 

as a bird. It was a great workshop and we all thoroughly enjoyed 

the day thanks to Pippa’s explanations and advice. 

 
Jenny Furlong 

Tod’s Workshop 

Instead of our usual Show and Tell session last month we invited 

Tod Evan’s back for another drawing session. It was truly 

wonderful, as was the workshop we did with her last year. The 

only problem was that 2 hours were just not long enough and 

we all went home with tasks to finish. The subject was 

worldwide textiles and some members brought in textiles from 

Ghana and Central Asia as inspiration. We also had a wide range 

of photocopies covering textiles from many different countries. 

Tod took us through three drawing exercises using the following 

simple equipment 

A3 Cartridge paper, at least 2 sheets 



Black marker pen (Sharpie pens are great) 

A4 tracing paper x 4 sheets 

Wax crayons (box of Crayola, the sort children use) 

The first exercise involved tracing designs from our source 

picture or piece of fabric. We then traced the tracing and traced 

the tracing we had traced (If you get the picture) We then lay the 

tracings over the top of each other in a random way and traced 

the new configuration. 

Exercise two involved cut out two L shapes in paper to create a 

frame that we placed over the new tracing to select smaller 

areas. We then divided up a piece of A4 paper into smaller 

squares and drew the small areas we had selected with the 

frame into each square but enlarging it as we did so. 

The final exercise was to colour in a sheet of A3 cartridge paper 

with pastels’ selecting a range of colours that appealed or suited 

our source. These were then rubbed gently to smooth and blend. 

Then taking an old biro a section of the original picture was 

etched into the pastel base.  

 

Deb Matthysz 

 

Pauline Wrighton  
  

Once again Pauline’s work was outstanding, her talk illuminating 

and her workbooks fascinating. Her title was ‘The next 

instalment, three years on.’  focusing on the development of her 

work and practice since her last visit . She is a retired Head 

teacher, and for the last 14 years has been developing 

her artwork with textile and stitch.  She holds a City and Guilds 

level three diploma in stitched textile and embroidery and was a 



founder member of the Hindolveston Textile group and a 

member of West Norfolk Artists Association.  For now however 

she is focusing on more mixed media based work.  She has for 

the last nine years participated annually in the Norfolk and 

Norwich Open studios scheme and has exhibited throughout 

Norfolk so keep an eye out for her in the Open Studio 

Brochure.  She works from a dedicated studio in the garden of 

her home in Hindolveston and can accommodate about 4 people 

for a workshop.  

Further information about her can be found on her 

website www.oaksidestudio.co.uk 

 
Pauline Wrighton 

 

Textiles In Focus 2015  

I think we all look forward to Textiles in Focus, a great start to 

every textile year. For me this year’s event was no exception, 

although I have to admit that I had little time to do the whole 

thing justice, despite being there all three days! 

I taught two workshops on Friday: bobbin lacemaking for 

beginners and fabric coil pots and the same again on the Sunday. 

Although it is hard work carrying ten lace pillows and all the 

additional gear around, let alone the preparation beforehand 

winding hundreds of bobbins, the students were great, worked 

hard and went home with two finished “little fishes” having 

mastered both half stitch and whole stitch in lace. Lunch time 

both days was spent packing up lace gear, taking it back to the 

car and coming back with assorted yarns and fabrics for the coil 

pots to set up for the afternoon workshop. The “pots” were well 

under way by the end of the session, it just seemed such a shame 

that I would not see the finished works of art, but one student 

found me on Saturday to proudly show off her masterpiece! It’s 

so lovely to get such positive feedback like that! 

Saturday seemed like a day off. I demonstrated lace making all 

morning working on that never-ending “scarf”. Not that much 

really gets done as chatting takes over. It is just so lovely 

catching up with not just friends old and new, but also all the 

people one only meets at textile events and have such a good 

natter with that they become “stitch buddies”. After lunch it was 

off to the lecture. This was a really lively talk with slides by 

Jonathon Korejko on the subject of papermaking. His 

http://www.oaksidestudio.co.uk/


powerpoint presentation was something well above the 

commonplace and kept us all well entertained. Jonathon then 

presented every one of us with a sheet of his handmade paper, 

something to treasure forever, so generous of him. We now 

know how long it takes to make a sheet of paper. 

At last! Time to look round. No, I fib. Just more chatting with 

more lovely people and there were all those super stalls with 

wonderful things to buy. Not that I needed anything! 

I was determined on Sunday to make time to look properly at 

the exhibitions and I was not disappointed by them. There was a 

wide variety of styles, approaches and techniques from all the 

groups and I felt privileged to see 

every single piece of art on show. We all know how much work, 

blood, sweat and tears, and love goes into each and every piece. 

What a super weekend and my thanks on behalf of all who 

attended to Lorna and David for making it happen. Here’s to 

next year! 

Jenny 

 
The Guild Stand 

Young Embroiders Guild 

 
A very useful visit to Norwich YEG back in early December 2014 

gave us a real feel for what a YEG group should be about. We 

came away with a lot of ideas and inspiration. 

Prior to that visit, and subsequently, we have met several times 

to discuss various ideas for forming the group and specifics for 

the first session. We each took on certain tasks which 

included sourcing a venue, designing, printing and 

distributing posters and flyers, searching out potential 

"members", working on samples/examples and ideas in 

preparation for the Sashiko Day and sorting through a fabulous 

selection of items very kindly donated by KLEG members and 

separating out what we needed for the first session.  

 

On the March 7th we had 7 "students" for the Sashiko Day. We 

were extremely grateful for Ruth's support, and for Charlie 

and Catherine who both came along with their daughters (Ciera 

and Masie). 



The Tesco Community Room is a fabulous resource and a lovely 

bright environment to work in. We began with a short 

introduction about YEG and the EG then showed examples of 

Sashiko and gave a short demonstration. Everyone got on really 

well, some needed a bit more guidance than others, but all 

ended up with a piece of work which they took away with them, 

some had a bit to finish but a couple managed to complete 

theirs. All of the youngsters seemed to enjoy the day and did 

really well and they all seemed keen to come for the next session 

- flyers for which were handed out. 

 

We are putting together a folder to contain all of the documents 

produced, samples and photographs of the day. 

 

We are also keeping an accounts book and will issue receipts for 

the monies taken which will be passed to Elaine at the next 

meeting.  

 

We received some useful/helpful feedback which we will take 

on board for next time. 

 
 

 

 

Broaches and Buttons 

On Saturday the 2nd May the Young Embroiderers meet again for a 

very enjoyable session focusing on two stitches lazy daisy and 

backstitch and using them to create covered buttons and broaches. 

There were a lot of different fabrics, threads and embellishments to 

choose from. The group was small than the previous one due to 

exams amongst the older members of the group but we hope they 



will be back for the book making in June. Please help us by getting 

in touch with all your friends with children and grandchildren and 

help us spread the word. Ruth has sent out an e-mail with the 

details on and you could just forward that to people you know and 

ask them to do the same, that was news of the next event should 

cascade outwards to others.  

Best wishes Deb ad Claire 

 

Ciera Franklin 


