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          Issue 3 May 2015

 

 There seems to have been a flurry of activity since the publication of the last newsletter 

hence the decision to go to print with another 'Spring Edition'. 

The National Embroiderers' Guild Annual General Meeting was a one day event this year 

and time was devoted to the presentation of information about the proposed Special 

Resolution on the future of the Guild which will be the subject of an Extraordinary General 

Meeting on 20th June 2015. If you have not done so I urge you to vote for the proposals to 

ensure that we have in place a Board and Constitution capable of driving the organisation 

forward. In my contacts with branches on this topic over the last couple of months there 

have , understandably, been questions and hesitancy but the overall mood seems to be one 

of optimism and a willingness to give the proposals a fair hearing in advance of the vote. I 

am hopeful that we will achieve the 75% majority vote needed from those attending the 

meeting and by the casting of proxy votes.  

The Eastern Region of the Guild and its branches has been represented at, at least ,4 big 

events in the Spring  : Living Crafts at Hatfield House, The Bead and Textile Fair in Norwich, 

The Makit Fair in Peterborough and the Wool Fair at Ickworth House over this last weekend. 

Each event helps to raise the Guild profile and has resulted in a number of firm enquiries 

about membership. My thanks to all those branch members who have contributed to these 

events . Your efforts really are appreciated. 

You will see in this newsletter that there is still an opportunity to get tickets for the Regional 

Day which is being organised by Milton Keynes branch who have put in an enormous 

amount of effort to ensure that you have a fabulous day out. If you have not yet booked 

your ticket please think seriously about coming and supporting your fellow members and 

have an informative and fun day out. I look forward to seeing you there. Tickets are now 

also available to non Guild members. 

You can also see  an article from Ann Walden Mills , a Guild Trustee, on this year's National 

Day of Stitch. I know that many branches have plans in place to celebrate this event so 

please let me have full details so that, Regionally and Nationally, we can maximise the 

opportunity for publicity. 

I equally know that it is not possible for some branches to commit to an event at the height 

of the holiday season and to ensure that your efforts are recognised over a longer time 

frame we are introducing a photographic competition, the idea of Sue Morgan in the Suffolk 

East branch and you will find full details of how to enter within the newsletter. Lesley Jones 



2 
 

 

 

 

At the invitation of the National Trust we were invited to take a stall at the Ickworth Wool 

Fair . This proved highly successful and should enable me to re-kindle and Embroiderers' Guild 

branch in West Suffolk. Two people came forward with offers to lead the initiative and we took 

a list of around a dozen potential members over the two days. We also took expressions of 

interest of membership of other branches and ran a series of demonstrations which attracted 

huge interest in our activities. My grateful thanks to everyone who contributed to the event, 

even though we got very wet on the Sunday.   

               

              

 Top Left: Sue Morgan helps set up the stall .      

Top Right :Sue Leonard and Dilys Harvey have an attentive audience for their crewel work     

 demo. 
Bottom Left : Lesley Jones and Helen Durrant prepare to lead the publicity drive           

 Bottom Right : Our garandstand view of the main arena  from our stall. 
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The day was devoted to training presenters from Branches on the Slide 

package  developed by the Guild ' The Collection Story'. All branches are 

encouraged to feature this , and associated activities in their programmes. 

 

Doing their very important job for the day Ruth Pooley (Left) and Helen 

Chessum ( right) Regional Committee members. 
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Lorna Rand with her amazing piece which is part of the Guild Collection 

entitled ' The Vision of Ezekiel'.  Lorna, a member of Colne and Colchester, was 

with us for the day and gave a fascinating talk about the development of her 

piece. This really helped to bring the presentation to life and gave lots of ideas 

of activities which could be linked to the package. 
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The size of the finished piece meant that Lorna was forced to hang it from the 

guttering of her house to complete all the tasks associated with it! 

                        

Some members of the audience hard at work , having returned early from lunch. 
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The Magna Carta Launch Event 
 
The Magna Carta Embroidery , designed by Cornelia Parker, was 
unveiled at an evening reception at the British Library which I was 
pleased to attend. The event was launched by the Chief Executive of the 
British Library and an introductory address was given by Jim Wales, the 
joint  founder of Wikipedia, the publication on which the design was 
based. Cornelia Parker then gave a talk on how the project unfolded . 
The image was captured from the Wikipedia article on Magna Carta on 
June 15  2014, printed on to fabric and distributed among 200 stitchers 
around the country, including 18 from the Embroiderers' Guild. 
Full attributions to the stitchers are available in the booklet to 
accompany the exhibit which can be viewed in the British Library 
alongside copies of the Original document brought together to mark the 
800th anniversary of the signing of the Magna Carta in 1215. 
 
      Lesley Jones : Regional Chair   
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Magna Carta Project: Regional involvement 

It was the first week of October when I got my first look at what was planned for the Magna 

Carta project. I had been accepted by the Guild to stitch a panel with my smocking friend, 

Heather (Washington), who lives in Kent. 

 

 

 

 It shouldn't have come as a surprise when I saw it but somehow it was. I knew the design 
was based on the Magna Carta page on Wikipedia, but to see the linen with printed text was 
a stark surprise. Maybe it was just the bleak surrounding of a bedroom in a Travelodge on 
the outskirts of Newbury – we were both collecting work from an exhibition at the National 
Needlework Archive, but it seemed like an ideal opportunity and Our first challenge was to 
sort out the logistics.  With the printed linen we were sent instructions about stitches to use 
and a pack of threads to be used. 
Our piece for the project is 30cm deep and 1.5 metres long. It forms the bottom of the page. 
The final work, when all the panels are pieced together is expected to be 13 metres long. 
It was agreed Heather would start the stitching then she would hand over to me. On 

November 25 we met over coffee and cake at Bluewater shopping centre. We chatted, then 

to the car park for the handover – it had been decided not to risk taking it onto the café! 
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My initial disappointment was swept away when I saw the transformation. To be fair Heather 
had stitched more than half of the work.   
Now I'm into the swing of it, I'm appreciating the contrast with the script of the original 
document. I’m now working towards the final handing-in in early January.  

 

                     

Jacqui and Heather 

 

Jacqui Holmes, Chairman of the Smocking Branch and member of Waveney Branch 
 
 
 

 

Octopus 10th Anniversary Creative Textile Exhibition  

“Print and Stitch” 

   

St. Mary Magdalene Church, High Street, Billericay, CM12 9BS                                  

Private Viewing Wednesday 1st July  6.30- 8.30 pm  

Thursday 2nd –Saturday 4th July, 10.00 am. -4.00pm 

The Octopus Creative Textile Group is celebrating their 10th anniversary with an exhibition of their 

latest textile works in “Print and Stitch”. They have used a wide variety of materials and textile art 

techniques including dying and printing, machine and hand embroidery, quilting, felting, and 

weaving to illustrate various interpretations of this theme. Many of the works will be for sale and 

tea, coffee and cakes will also be available 
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Promoting the Region 

    

Helen Durrat : Regional Secretary (left) and Lesley Jones : Regional Chair (right) at our stand 

promoting the region.  

We spoke to many people during the day and followed up positive enquiries about membership as 

well as making a welcome addition to funds via our sales table.  

 

 

 

I am pleased to say that the Kim Thittichai  and Wendy Dolan Courses are now 

very well booked ,with just a few places remaining ,but there are rather more 

places available on the hand embroidery course with Jenny Furlong. Those of 

you who have seen our new Regional brochure will have seen Jenny's beautiful 

embroidery of St . Margartet's Church in King's Lynn , this was also on show at  

Ickworth. If you have not yet booked and are still thinking about it Jenny would 

be very pleased to welcome you to her programme. Full details on the 

Regional website.  
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Creative Stitch Suffolk  
CREATIVE STITCH SUFFOLK: CITY AND GUILDS GRADUATE SHOW ty and Guilds Graduate Show 2015  

Patchwork & Quilting 

Machine Embroidery 

Saturday & Sunday 

27 & 28 June 

10.00am to 5.00pm 

 

Village Hall 

Wickham Market 

IP13 0HE 

(off the A12 going north from Ipswich) 

Traders including      Refreshments available 

Art Van Go, Creative Stitch Suffolk   Admission £2 (children free) 

Sales table and Guilds Graduate Show 2015  

 

 

 

 

National Celebration of Stitch 1st August 2015 
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An article by Anne Walden Mills, a Guild Trustee 

How often do people look at you uncomprehendingly when you talk about the Embroiderers' Guild. 
Do the interested public know that you have a branch in your area .Do you need more branch 

members. The National Celebration of Stitch is the time to start to put this right and we know that 
you can't do it on your own but by co-ordinating what is occurring across the country, we can start 
to make an impact. Public awareness is the key and this may not be achievable this year or next but 

eventually each year it will slowly happen. Think of other successful campaigns and how they 
started.  

To obtain the maximum impact out of the day, consider where people meet or pass by, this is where 

you should try to be,  even if it is only one person sitting alone on a bench is a shopping centre or 

sitting at a bus stop, sewing on a button. Have a supply of the invitation cards in your bag to give out  

This is a day to go out and meet the public, so do not try to be too organised. Some people find that 
speaking to someone sitting behind a table intimidating. It might not be possible to arrange to do 
anything on the Saturday due to circumstances. Please do not let the momentum go by, consider 
choosing another day or attaching it to another event Last year many branches arranged some 
successful events, let's build on this. 

Do not underestimate publicity. People to contact:-  local free papers (they will publish photos after 

the event) Local radio, Local business web sites often have a “What’s on” section. They like helping 

Charities. Don't forget your local Mayor or MP and invite them to pop along to your event. (They 

want the publicity too) 

Emblazon it across your web site or Blog, not a few small words on the diary page.  

If the venue for  your event has a web site ask for the National Day of Stitch  to be included. 

Remember to add your event on the Guild's web. You can do this by logging into your branch and 

filling in the section “Add an Event” under branch events.  

To assist branches the Guild is designing a new poster  which can be used to advertise your  event 

locally. This can be downloaded from the Guild's web. Also look on the web under Branch notices for 

the Guild's headed paper as this has our Charity number which helps when writing to Companies for 

support . 

Whatever you are planning we need to amalgamate the events into what appears to be one day of 
celebration across the county. Please keep your Regional Committee informed, so that we can 
coordinate an overall picture of what is occurring and enable the Guild to obtain the maximum 
publicity .They will need: 

The Branch – date-  Time- Venue (Full address inc Postcode) – Activity – Contact. Please send this 

information to your Regional Chairman by 25th June. I will send it to as many media people as I can 

find on 10th July .    
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Embroiderers’ Guild Eastern Region 

 

 

‘STITCHING ALL OVER THE PLACE’ 

Take a 'selfie' photo of individuals or groups stitching in public between 1stJune 
and 31stAugust 2015. 

Entries can be serious or light hearted, sober or extreme, but should  

 Promote a love of stitching 
 Show the FUN side of Stitching 
 Engage the general public 
 Inspire interest in the Guild  

This competition is open to everybody, members or non members, and is 

run alongside the Embroiderers Guild National Day of Stitch taking place on the 
weekend of 1st August 2015.  

To enter the competition : 

E-mail up to two photos and each no more than 5MB in size to 
embroiderersguildeastreg@gmail.com with your contact details . 
By entering the competition you consent to the use of any submitted 
photos to promote the Guild. 
 

Individual prize:  A short textile course or workshop   
Groups or Branches: £100 for branch funds. 

 

Judging will take place on 3rdSeptember 2015. Winners will be notified directly 
and copies of entries will be posted on the Eastern Region Embroiderers’ Guild 
web site…www.embroiderersguildeast.org with the winning entries being 
published in the Autumn edition of the Embroiderers’ Guild Regional 
newsletter. 

  

mailto:embroiderersguildeastreg@gmail.com?subject=Photographic%20Competition%20Entry
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City and Guilds Graduate Show 2015  
Capability Brown Festival - Initial Announcement 

A NATIONAL EVENT WITH REGIONAL INVOLVEMENT 

MEMBERS’NATIONWIDE EXHIBITION IN 2016 

   

Weston Park, Shropshire   Bowood House, Wiltshire 

2016 will be the 300
th

 anniversary of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown – the landscape gardener responsible for 

many of the magnificent gardens and houses across the UK.  The Landscape Institute is working with a number 

of high-profile organisations such as The National Trust and English Heritage to highlight CB’s work, co-

ordinate celebratory events across the country throughout 2016 and bring his name to a new audience.  In the 

first-ever celebration of his work, they will be uniting 17 partner organisations in the UK’s largest festival of its 

kind. Following a member’s suggestion, The Embroiderers Guild approached them with the idea that textiles 

could add a unique contribution to these events.  The Landscape Institute really liked the idea and we are 

delighted to tell you that the Guild has been welcomed on board as a recognised Festival Partner. 

Bringing textile art to a new and wider audience is one of the aims of the Guild.  A small project team of 

members contacted venues holding CB celebratory events, to specifically suggest a members’ textile exhibition 

based on the landscapes and gardens of Capability Brown and/or the venue itself.  These are venues with very 

high visitor numbers and it is hoped that the exhibitions will be displayed for a number of months during the 

busy summer.  We are pleased to say that we already have the following signed up for exhibitions running 

from a month to six months – 

 Weston Park, Shropshire 

 Bowood House, Wiltshire 

 Berrington Hall, Herefordshire 

 Croome Park, Worcester 

 Gibside, Tyne & Wear 

 Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire 

 
All of these venues welcomed the idea with enthusiasm and excitement, and there are more still in discussion 

for other areas of the UK including Warwickshire, Cheshire, Yorkshire, Leeds and the West Midlands. 

We plan to find venues across the country, including Scotland, so we are working on finalising the list as soon 

as possible. Then we will need to pair-up the branches with their nearest exhibition venue and in many cases 

two or three branches will work together to contribute to one location. We want to involve the Junior 

Embroiderers in as many locations as possible.  We also want individual members (who are not members of a 

branch) to be able to take part by contributing to a national pool of work to be exhibited, possibly in addition 

to the venues above. 
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The Trustees have given us their full support, but this is a members’ exhibition and we obviously hope that 

many will like this idea and want to take part.  As part of the Capability Brown Festival, the exhibitions will be 

based on the landscapes and gardens designed by him and/or the venues themselves, so we hope to organise 

group visits and tours for you to have a good look around and gain inspiration.  Whilst Capability was famous 

for views of sweeping landscapes there are lakes, trees, walled gardens, grottoes, bridges and archways, 

historical plans and receipts, as well as the architecture, stonework, staircases, and carvings of the houses 

themselves to be considered.  Not all the venues require the same type of exhibition so we have come up with 

a number of options for members to choose from.  A number of themare also interested in hosting activity 

Saturdays (especially encouraging Junior Embroiderers and/or the public) so there is lots to think about. 

Next Steps 

We will be finalising the list of venues and their proximity to branches.  We will be presenting an update and 

further thoughts to the Regional Chairs at the Council Meeting on 22
rd

 April and will send out a full briefing 

within a few days of that meeting.  Most importantly, as the exhibitions are scheduled for early 2016 onwards, 

we will be inviting members from each Region and/or branches to work with us to co-ordinate with the venues 

about putting on the exhibitions, and with the members to encourage them to take part. 

We think this is an incredibly exciting project for members.  Never before has the Guild held exhibitions on a 

countrywide scale at the same time and for such a long period of time.  Many of these venues are hosting a 

textile exhibition for the first time, and we want it to be such a visitor draw, they will be interested in doing so 

again.  We believe this is an opportunity to show the public that being a member is not exclusive and you don’t 

have to be an expert, it is about ordinary people, of all ages and from all walks of life, having an interest and 

taking pleasure in creating with fabric and thread.EG Capability Brown project team 

Amanda Smith, amanda@ool.co.uk   (please note these are all lowercase letters, not numbers ) 
Alex Messenger, alex2messenger@gmail.com 
Eleanor Jakeman, eleanor.jakeman@gmail.com 
 

For more information about the Capability Brown festival itself, visit www.capabilitybrown.org 

Capability Brown Project : Eastern Region 

Involvement 

Branch chairs have now been sent full information about the project and the venues in the 

Eastern Region are expected to be  

Ickworth House, Audley End, Wrest Park, Oxburgh Hall 

I am establishing a number of project groups to take this initiative forward and this should 

provide an opportunity for all members to participate and have work exhibited at one of the 

above venues. 

Branches will be invited to join a group 'Cluster' around one of the chosen venues. I will lead 

the Oxburgh Hall Cluster , Carol Dixon from Chelmsford will lead the Audley End Cluster and 

Jan Lovell from Suffolk East will lead the Ickworth Cluster. I am very grateful to these 

members for volunteering for this exacting but rewarding task.  You will hear more about 

this project at branch meetings over the coming months.     Lesley Jones : Regional Chair 

         

mailto:amanda@ool.co.uk
mailto:alex2messenger@gmail.com
mailto:eleanor.jakeman@gmail.com
http://www.capabilitybrown.org/
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Kate Isaacs, Peterborough Branch Chair Promoting the branch and the Region at the Makit 

Fair at the East of England Showground. 
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