
CHAIR’S CORNER 
 
Nostalgia, that is what has been going through my head these last few weeks.   
Firstly, you may be nostalgic when trying to remember the last news letter and I 
really do apologise for its absence. First as you know I disappeared for the holiday of 
a lifetime in America. After that my excuses get rather thin and involve things like 
senior “months” not moments and a general decline in brain power. What can I say I 
am older than I was last year!!! 
Secondly, I have decided to put on an exhibition at our usual time and place this 
summer to continue to keep our presence felt as part of the King’s Lynn Festival. I 
am calling it Retrospective so that we can make up the exhibits from past work 
without adding to our workload on top of pieces for Oxbrugh. I am therefore asking 
for donations of work from your past which you can start bringing in to any and every 
meeting from now on. Also I would like to continue doing the show cases so I am 
looking for two people to follow the wonderful work of Jenny and Deb in last year’s 
exhibition.  Dates 16th and 17th July at the Red Cross Hall.  
Thirdly. Pippa Pease gave me some textile labels that should have been stitched to 

the back of the colour postcards some years ago and so I am going to be 
asking any of you if you remember the piece you did. I have looked for mine 
and apart from betting with myself that I did fly stitch (my favourite) I can’t 
identify it. It should be an interesting exercise. 

Also a folder about what was going on in the guild back in 1998, when it would seem 
we were initially called Vancouver Embroiderers Guild and Subs were £14:00  
and the Guild £7:00. Those were the days. 

Finally here is a picture of Brigitte, Sheila L, Julia  and Pippa dating back to a project 
from 01 I think. Enjoy. 

	  



 
Jan Miller’s talk - October 

	  
	  

	  
	  

Jan Miller’s talk was very inspiring. She explained her background and how she 
became a textile artist/embroiderer. Jan talked about her recent move from a large 
studio in Norwich to a much smaller one at home. Jan went into detail about how her 
relationship developed with another textile artist and how they had collaborated on 
several exhibitions. It was very interesting to hear Jan’s account of how she had 
overcome some obstacles as she worked out how best to display her work in venues 
open to the elements. Members got to see a lot of photographs of Jan’s work and the 
physical examples she had brought along were great. Jan wasn’t precious about her 
work and encouraged us to touch and feel to get a better understanding of the 



materials used in each piece as she explained how she had achieved the varied and 
fascinating results. 
 
Alex Waylett. Her workshop in November. 
	  

	  
	  

	  



	  
	  

Member’s finished flowers! 
This was a great workshop. Alex was well prepped and so enthusiastic. Everyone 
had great fun and quite a few laughs along the way. Alex showed us her work, 
demonstrated how to get started and explained how the day was going to pan out. 
We got to choose our colour scheme from a wide range of lovely organza’s, metallic 
and non-metallic threads, sequin waste, wires and beads. Throughout the workshop 
Alex was hands on helping everyone to achieve some great results! In the afternoon 
Alex demonstrated another flower making method using more machine embroidery 
and offered packs for members to purchase if they wanted to give this a go. Highly 
recommended! 
 
Lynne Pretty’s talk – November meeting 

	  
	  
	  
	  



Lynne’s talk “Something Olde, Something New, Something Borrowed, Something 
Blue” was very interesting. Lynne talked about her love of quilting and the influence 
that her interest in Japanese images and culture had on her work which was quite 
evident in many of her pieces. She explained how she had been able to visit Japan 
and bought lots of Japanese fabrics which she loved using. Lynne also spoke about 
how she uses her own print designs within her work. It was interesting to be able to 
take a closer look at the work Lynne brought with her and ask her about specifics of 
each piece. Lynne’s “borrowed” piece was a fabulous and intricate bodice made by a 
friend – this also attracted a lot of interest from the members alongside Lynne’s own 
work. 
	  

	  
	  

Young Embroiderer’s Workshop – December – Felt Christmas decorations! 

	  



What concentration! Four attended (they are our regulars) and, as usual, thoroughly 
enjoyed the day. The girls have made great friends with each other, two are sisters 
and the other two friends, but they have great fun all together. Examples and ideas 
were shown and the girls then decided which one they wanted to make and then 
chose what they wanted from a selection felt, beads, threads, ribbons and sequins. 
Mini demos were given individually throughout the day and as they each chose a 
second decoration to make. The girls added their own ideas and creativity to each of 
the decorations they made and the end results (as you can see) were fabulous! They 
are all excited about the next session in February when they are going to make a wet 
felted purse/small bag as they all enjoyed the previous wet felting workshop so 
much. 

	  

	  
 



Summer Challenge  
Well this is it so far except I have received a piece from Ann and discovered that 
someone else (who has grovelled and grovelled) just can’t find hers. So I will be 
bring the two last pieces of the picture on the 27th in the hope that we will get some 
volunteers to do them and then I can think of a way to present it properly. 
 

 
 
 
Travelling books 
 
Most of us involved in this project have managed to put a piece of work into 
everyone. I think it might be a good time during coffee at the next meeting  to have a 
chat about what we might like to do with them next and to see if anyone else might 
like to join so get your thinking caps on. 
 
 
Makeit Fair  
 
Lesley  says that the Makit Fairs organisation has been very generous to the Region 
as a whole in spreading publicity about the Guild and has published promotional 
material on its blog pages etc. They have offered us space on their new blog. The 
entries will be every two months on their revamped web site. Lesley asks that in 
order to be relevant and up to date she would be grateful if we would ensure 
information about our branch activities, exhibitions etc is sent on a regular basis so 



that she can incorporate it into a Regional entry. If you have anything you want 
posted relevant to the Guild do send it on to her. 
 
The next Makeit Fair is on Sunday May 8th 2016 
The Peterborough Arena 
East of England Showground 
Peterborough PE2 6XE 
Opening Times: 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Entrance: £5.50 at the door, 
Under 14’s Free 
Discounted advance tickets now available	  
	  

With special thanks to Deb Matthysz who wrote more than half this news letter 


